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Nor was this hope of continued progress
altogether a vain one, if we will only look in
the right place for the fulfilment of it. Greek
polity and culture had been planted in the East
by Alexander's conquests from the Nile to the
Indus, there to suck up and gather together
the wisdom of centuries and of continents.
When the light and the right were driven out
of Europe by the Church, they found in the far
East a kome with the Omaiyad and Abbasside
Caliphs, whose reign gave ""peace and breathing
time to the old and young civilisation that was
ready to grow. Across the North of Africa
came again the progressive culture of Greece
and Rome, enriched with precious jewels of
old-world lore; it took firm ground in Spain,
and the light and the right were flashed back
into Europe from the blades of Saracen swords.
From Bagdad to Cordova, in the great days of
the Caliphate, the best minds had faith in
human progress to be made by observation
of the order of nature. Here again the true
culture was over-ridden and destroyed by the
development of the Mohammedan religion ; but
not until the sacred torch had been safely
handed on to the new nations of convalescent
Europe.

If the singer of the Golden Verses could
have contemplated on these lines the history of
the two thousand years that were to succeed
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